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Adobe Illustrator Shortcuts 

 

Basic 

Show ruler (Ctrl + R) or (Cmd + R) 

Lock selection (Ctrl + 2) or (Cmd +2) 

Unlock all (Ctrl + Alt+ 2) or (Cmd + Opt + 2) 

Selection Tool (V) 

Direct Selection Tool (A) 

Copy (Ctrl+ C) or (Cmd + C)  

Paste (Ctrl + V) or (Cmd +V) 

Paste in place (Ctl + Alt+ V) or (Cmd + Opt + V) 

Undo (Ctrl + Z) or (Cmd + Z) 

 

Navigation 

Pan up/down (Roll MMB) 

Pan left/right (Ctrl + Roll MMB) or (Cmd + Roll 
MMB) 

Hand tool (Space + Click & Drag) 

Zoom (Alt + Roll MMB) or (Opt + Roll MMB) 

 

Simple Shapes 

Rectangle Tool (M) 

Ellipse Tool (L) 

Scale Uniformly (Shift + Click & Drag) 

Around Central Point (Alt + Shift + Click & Drag) 
or (Opt + Shift + Click & Drag) 

Line Tool (\) 

Snap line to 45o (Shift + Click & Drag) 

Duplicate (hold Alt + Click & Drag) or (hold Opt + 
click & Drag) 

Repeat Transformation (Ctrl + D) or (Cmd + D) 

 

Complex Shapes 

Pen Tool (P) 

Bring up selection tool (Ctrl) or (Cmd) 

Procedural Shapes 

1. Effects 
2. Distort & Transform 
3. ZigZag 

 

Colour 

Eyedropper Tool (I) 

Copy formatting from source (Alt + Click) or 
(Opt + Click) 

Colour from raster (Ctrl + Click) or (Cmd + Click) 

 

Text 

Type Tool (T) 

Bring up selection tool (Ctrl) or (Cmd) 


